
Frederic Ernest Breckon 

 Frederic Ernest Breckon was born in Whitewood, SK on April 10 1891. He died in Fort 

William ON, December 26, 1944. His parents were Joseph Albert Breckon (born 1855, died 

1932) and Catherine M. Skahill (born 1858, died 1913).  

Fred grew up in Fort Frances, ON, where he met Ada Wilkes. She was born in Minnesota 

(Virginia City) on July 29, 1896. She died in Thunder Bay (formerly Fort William/Port Arthur) 

on April 30 1982.  

Theirs was a love story and Ada promised to wait for Fred after he signed up for the 

Great War in Winnipeg in 1914.  

Ada waited for four years in Fort Frances, working three jobs, at a theatre, pharmacy and 

as a telephone operator. Fred was captured early in the war at Ypres, France, where he was 

gassed and bayonetted in the leg, and nearly finished off in the battle field by a German soldier. 

A German officer, who was educated and spoke English, saved his life and offered him a 

cigarette and spoke with him. 

He was a prisoner of war from 1914-1918 as described in his book “In the Hands of the 

Hun” published after the war in 1919 by the Fort Frances Press. He returned to Fort Frances, and 

Ada, to a parade welcome, and they were married in 1919. 

In Fort Frances, Fred became the first president of the Legion, and his photo still remains 

on the wall there. Fred and Ada had four children in Fort Frances: Joseph Lorne (March 14, 

1920), Frederic Leonard (Bob; June 16, 1921), Vernon Ernest (December 14, 1922), Lauretta 

Joyce (October 27, 1925). 



The family moved to Fort William and lived on Miles St. and Empire Ave. where they 

had four more children: Marjorie Norma (August 21, 1927), Kathleen Margaret (Jan 30 1929), 

Dorothy Catherine (May 29, 1930), Mary Evelyn (May 9, 1932). Fred worked at Strachan 

Jewelers on Victoria Ave. because of his skill as a watch maker. His son Joe followed in his 

footsteps.  

Unfortunately, Ada had severe post-partum depression after the birth of each child. She 

was well during her pregnancies but there was little medical help for this condition at the time. 

By the time  Mary, the youngest, was 2 years old, Ada was hospitalized at the Ontario Hospital 

in Toronto.  

Fred was left to care for eight children alone, so he hired a housekeeper rather than split 

up the children. With Lauretta’s help from 9 years of age, the family stayed together. She quit 

school after grade 8 to stay home and shortly after, she went to work at Canada Car to help the 

family. 

Lauretta was a “Rosie the Riveter” during WW2 and the boys (Bob, Joe and Vernon) 

served in the Navy and Army.  

Fred succumbed to diabetes and war injuries from the gas and bayonetting in 1944. The 

younger children were sent to relatives in Fort Frances. Luckily he was aware that his boys 

survived the war.  

Lauretta Smyth, Fred and Ada’s oldest daughter, survives, and was included in the movie 

“Rosies of the North” and currently lives in Thunder Bay. All of her siblings are gone but her 

children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren keep the memories and stories of Fred and Ada 

alive today. In addition, many nieces and nephews carry on the Breckon name.  


