
The Cricket Battle of 1916 
 

Throughout the summer of 1916, four cricket teams consisting of Port Arthur Cricket Club, Fort 

William Cricket Club, 96
th

 Regiment, and 141
st
 Battalion faced each other for the Clifton Cup. 

Two of the previously mentioned teams, 96
th

 Regiment and 141
st
 Battalion, were both 

representing their military units, only able to take time after their duties to practice for the 

upcoming games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 5
th

, with Port Arthur undefeated and Fort 

William coming in behind with only one loss, Fort William 

came against all odds and defeated Port Arthur with 80 to 25. 

If Port Arthur had won the game, they would have won the 

cup for the third year in a row, but since they lost they were 

then tied to Fort William with 5 wins 1 loss and had to play 

one more game to determine the final winner of the Clifton 

Cup.   
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Since the first game of the season on July 10
th 

1916, fans watched as Port Arthur continued to 

rise to victory and became unbeatable throughout 

the rest of the year. Fort William followed a close 

second, 96
th

 Regiment in third, and 141
st
 

Battalion sadly falling behind with no such luck 

to catch up to their rivals and ultimately falling 

out of the running. 
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All four teams had superb athletic ability which created incredibly entertaining games throughout 

the season, leaving us on our toes with every game. With the lead Port Arthur had on the rest of 

the teams, most of the fans didn’t see the unexpected easy win for Fort William.  

This story has been researched and written by Jake Alfieri.  

 

Port Arthur News Chronicle 

September 11, 1916 

In the final game with Fort William and Port 

Arthur tied neck and neck, either of the talented 

teams could have taken the Clinton Cup home. 

Ultimately, with an easy win of 148 to Port 

Arthur’s 40, Fort William won the Thunder Bay 

Cricket League Championship and brought the cup 

home on the 11
th

 of September 1916.   
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