
Local Individual Is Suspected of Spying for German-Americans 

 “Are there spies in the pay of the enemy in Fort William? Rumor has been rife on several 

occasions that there are a couple of individuals who at least might be worth watching, but so far 

no conclusive evidence has been brought forward on which a charge could be based.” 

 “Several of these stories have been run to earth and found to be bottomless, but lately a 

new individual has come under suspicion and the story persists that if he is not a spy he must 

be engaged in some business which cannot exactly bear the light.” 

 “In the absence of more definite proof, which seems impossible to lay hands on, 

anything in connection with the identity of the man may not be mentioned, but it is asserted that 

though he has no visible means of support and has never been considered a man of wealth, he 

has since the opening of the present war been quite flush with money, and he has not been the 

least bit averse to letting other people know it. He appears to have nothing to do outside of 

putting in his time wandering around town and finding out what is going on. He has, in addition, 

acted on several occasions in a manner that has drawn suspicion in his way.” 

 “Lately, this man has made several trips to the United States and back, and it was on the 

occasion of his return each time that he seemed to have more money than usual.” 

 “It is asserted that there are on the other side of the line quite a number of German-

Americans who take the present war so seriously that they have been mimicking the plans of 

the Kaiser in his preparation for war, by gaining all the information possible about Canada with 

the idea of making a raid on this country, secretly, should the opportunity offer itself. It is further 

alleged that some of the wealthier among these disciples of Prussianism have even raised a 

fund for the carrying on of a system of espionage with the same view in end. It is with this clique 

that the local man is alleged to be mixed up.” 

 The man in question may not find Fort William very healthy should someone gain 

enough information to bring an actual charge against him. There have been no spies shot in 

Canada so far – that is so far as has been publicly announced – but in the event of a discovery 



that such persons were gathering information for enemies with intent to raid and pillage, a stone 

wall and a firing squad might be the lot of the luckless man found guilty.” 
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