
“Internment Camp at the Lakehead” 

For quite some time at the beginning of the war the commonly held belief in Port Arthur 

and Fort William was that the two cities would have their own internment camp for the interned 

‘aliens’ to stay at. On 18 December, 1914, the Port Arthur Daily News reported on this common 

belief saying that the grounds of the West Algoma Agricultural Association would be used to 

house the interned men and that the new addition to St. Joseph’s hospital would house the 

women and children.i The article also said that not only will hostile ‘aliens’ be interned, but also 

those without means and out of work.ii This announcement by the Dominion government was 

based on recommendations of the city’s mayors.iii However, it also stated that if an ‘alien’ 

conducted themselves peaceably and had employment that they could retain their liberty.iv   

 The next reported update in regards to an internment camp being located in the twin 

cities region came on 18 December, 1914 in the Fort William Daily Times Journal. The article 

reported that the Port Arthur and Fort William Board of trade have been working together to 

retain ‘alien’ labor in the district.v Also within the article is the upheld proposition of keeping the 

men, under guard, at the Agricultural park while the women and children stay at St. Joseph 

hospital. By January 6, 1915, negotiations between the militia department and the Agricultural 

Association were underway to decide on a price to pay for buildings used for the internment of 

‘enemy aliens.’vi At this time, the Agricultural Association was asking for four hundred dollars a 

month for rent, which according to the paper was not much money when considering the 

property value but it was still too expensive for the militia.vii  Lieutenant Colonel Little, 

commanding officer in the district, had wired his superiors requesting a reasonable price that the 

militia is willing to pay.viii 

 On January 11, 1915, the Port Arthur Daily News reported that an internment station for 

‘alien enemies’ was to be established in Port Arthur and Fort William immediately. According to 

the article, “arrangements for such action have been in progress since appointment of registrars 



in the two cities some weeks ago and today Lieut.-Colonel Little, commanding officer of the 

Ninety-Sixth regiment, was notified from Winnipeg, the headquarters of the military district, that 

he had been appointed commandant of the internment camp.”ix It continues by stating that the 

CPR bunkhouses are to be leased to hold as many people as possible and that more buildings 

will be needed to house all of the ‘aliens.’x The article also specifies who will be kept at this 

internment camp: “Austrians, Germans and Turks who are at present in destitute circumstances 

and, therefore, considered as a possible menace to the country.”xi What is not mentioned now is 

the previous idea of holding the ‘aliens’ at the agricultural grounds. 

 By January 15, 1915 the issue of where to place the ‘aliens’ in the district and where to 

employ them became serious enough to warrant a visit from General Otter, the man in charge of 

internment camps all across Canada. On the 18th of January, General Otter was in the Two 

Cities where he announced the main internment camps for the province at Petewawa, 

Kapuskasing, and Hurricanaw which are all located along the National Transcontinental 

Railway.xii However, during this interview with the Daily News General Otter did not specify 

whether or not ‘aliens’ of the Port Arthur and Fort William district would be sent to the main 

internment camps or not.xiii He does however explain how the internment camps will be 

structured; the camps will operate using a military system with the commandant being of 

Lieutenant-Colonel or Major.xiv 

 Before the end of the month closed however, it had become fairly clear that an 

internment camp would not be held at Port Arthur and Fort William. Due to room constrictions 

within the cities and more importantly, lack of unpatented land within 4 miles of railway for the 

‘aliens’ to work on an internment camp was not likely.xv At the end of January, ‘aliens’ from 

elsewhere in the province began to be sent to the internment camps to begin clearing land for 

the experimental farms. By April 29, 1915, the announcement that ‘aliens’ from Thunder Bay 

district will be transported to Kapuskasing to work on the experimental farm within the next 



couple weeks was reported in the Port Arthur Daily News.xvi On August 11, 1915, as he was 

passing through Fort William, the Port Arthur Daily News reported General Otter as saying that 

there was “little chance of there being internment camps established at these points.”xvii 
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