
Enemy Aliens Introduction 

Prior to World War One, Canada was a nation searching for a national identity. 

The Great War provided Canadians with a sense of belonging through a common goal 

that the population could all identify with. Battles like Vimy Ridge (April 9-12, 1917), and 

Passchendaele (July 31- November 10, 1917) helped to shape and solidify Canada’s 

nationhood among the world’s great powers. At the same time that Canada was actively 

involved in creating a national identity to give its citizens a sense of belonging, it was 

also involved in identifying those people who “did not belong” in the national narrative.  

During World War One, the Canadian Government interned over 8,579 people 

who were labeled as ‘enemy aliens.’i People who were identified as ‘enemy aliens’ were 

required to register, were issued identity papers which they had to carry at all times and 

their movement was monitored and limited.ii Twenty-six internment camps were set up 

throughout Canada to process and hold the 8,579 ‘enemy aliens’ with three permanent 

camps in Ontario and three others that were temporary.iii The three permanent 

internment camps in Ontario were located at Kapuskasing, Petawawa, and Fort Henry 

(Kingston);iv Kapuskasing being the closest to the Lakehead and where most of the 

district’s interned aliens wound up.  

Although 8,579 people identified as ‘enemy aliens’ were interned, upwards of 

80,000 people registered as ‘enemy aliens’ were not interned.v Even though the majority 

of the registered ‘aliens’ were not interned, they still suffered consequences as a result. 

Registration, more often than not, led to the discrimination against those people which 

resulted in the loss of employment, poverty, hunger, and racism among other things. 

These people that immigrated to Canada a few years prior to the outbreak of war, had 



to fight their own battles against poverty and racism in an effort to win their war of 

belonging. 
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