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In September 1916, both Fort William and Port Arthur newspapers happily reported 

that James Gerry Burk of Port Arthur successfully escaped from a Prisoner-of-War 

camp in Munster, Germany.  However, there was some confusion to the facts in initial 

reports. At first, newspapers reported that a Pte. M.C. Simonds of Port Arthur and two 

other companions had escaped from a German POW camp. Newspaper articles printed 

in the following two days had accurately corrected the details as James Gerry Burk of 

the 8th Battalion, Little Black Devils being the soldier from Port Arthur. The other men 

were Pte. Melvin Cecil Simmons of Delmar, ON (7th Battalion), Corporal Edward Ed-

wards of Toronto (Princess Patricia Canadian Light Infantry Regiment) and Pte. H. Tus-

tin (Durham Light Infantry).  While early newspaper accounts depicted the escapees 

leaving as one group, there were actually two separate escapes from two separate Ger-

man POW camps. In fact, each group of escapees had no knowledge of the other.  

While Privates Burk and Tustin escaped from Munster, Germany, Edwards and Sim-

mons had engineered an escape from a camp in Selsingen, Germany. As James Gerry 

Burk detailed his escape, he described ten days of being a fugitive, hiding while being 

tracked by dogs and nearly being recaptured numerous times. After the tenth day, Burk 

and Tustin found themselves being shot at by sentries as they ran from German territory 

into Holland where they arrived unscathed and welcomed with open arms. They were 

transported to Rotterdam where they first met Simmons and Edwards and learned of 

their escape. All four men safely arrived in England a short while later.   

 

 

 

 

Articles: Fort William Daily Times Journal September 21, 1916 ; Port Arthur News Chronicle September 21, 1916 


