
 

The month of September 1916 was one of confusion for the soldiers in the 141st Bull 

Moose Battalion as the battalion's commanding officer Lieut. Col. D.C. McKenzie 

was relieved of his duties pending a military inquiry. The following month was again 

one of turbulence for the members of the battalion. As the battalion trained at Gresley 

Park simulating trench warfare and as they planned to host a future boxing event, the 

141st Battalion Band made headlines as a group of band members were arrested in 

Duluth, MN for the violation of the neutrality of the United States while attempting to 

recruit for the Canadian Army. The Port Arthur News Chronicle speculated that the 

suspension of McKenzie and the investigation and arrest of the Battalion members 

was somehow related. The newspaper hypothesized that relieving the commanding 

officer of the 141st Battalion was a show of "good faith" to the US government. The 

newspaper also reported on the investigation conducted by the United States Depart-

ment of Justice and the methods used in uncovering the alleged violation of neutral-

ity. Letters between high ranking members of the 141st and British Vice Consul (of 

Duluth) were confiscated and key officers of the 141st were shadowed by federal 

agents as they committed the alleged violation of neutrality. Shortly after, Mark Pren-

tiss (one of the arrested men) explained his side of the story and how he had come to 

be the bandmaster of the 141st Bull Moose Battalion Band. He stated that he did not 

know his actions were in violation of a federal statute and his intentions were nothing 

but honourable. 

 

In early November, local newspapers gladly reported that Lieut. Col. D.C. McKenzie 

was to be honourably reinstated and would be taking back command of the 141st Bat-

talion on December 1st. A large group of Lakehead citizens joined the 141st Battalion 

in celebrating Lieut. Col. D.C. McKenzie's return on November 30th. As he ad-

dressed the crowd, he thanked them for the loyalty and devotion they showed him 

during the past months. 

 

The actual reasons surrounding his suspension of duty were still unknown to the citi-

zens of Port Arthur and Fort William during this time. If you would like to view the 

newspaper articles please contact the Reference Department of the Thunder Bay Pub-

lic Library reference@tbpl.ca 
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