
The Hospital Ship Fund 

 At the beginning of the war, August 1914, the Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire 

national chapter decided to raise money for a hospital ship. This hospital ship was going to be 

presented to the British admiralty through the Canadian government and the IODE asked women 

across Canada to raise money for it.1 Women from both cities gathered to pledge money, with 

both cities agreeing to raise $1,000 for the cause. Campaigners were then sent out to collect 

money but they were only collecting from women and girls.2 The campaign was successful, 

women in Port Arthur donated $1,000.3 In Toronto, the women donated $20,000 towards the ship 

fund.4 

 However, it was eventually decided that a hospital ship was not what was needed at the 

time. Instead, the money that the women across Canada had raised was placed in the hands of the 

HRH The Duchess of Connaught, who was the wife of the current Governor General and the 

money was then used for other war causes.5 This fundraising was all undertaken in only the first 

month of the war and it shows the commitment Canadians already had to the war. In the first 

month, they were already putting forth everything that they could, in the hopes of an early and 

decisive victory. 

 

                                                 
1 “Women to Raise $100,000,” Fort William Daily Times Journal, August 7, 1914, page 2. 
2 “Women of Fort William and Port Arthur to Collect Money Towards Hospital Ship Fund,” Fort William 

Daily Times Journal, August 11, 1914, page 1. 
3 “Hospital Ship Fund,” Port Arthur Daily News Chronicle, August 20, 1914, page 2. 
4 Fort William Daily Times Journal, August 15, 1914, page 1. 
5 Barbara Johnston, “Supporting Canada’s Armed Forces – Our Contribution to Canada’s War,” IODE, 

published May 2010, accessed November 15, 2016, http://www.iode.ca/supporting-canadas-armed-forces.html.  








	Essay 7 - The Hospital Ship Fund
	DTJ Aug 12, 1914 Report From Ottawa on the Hospital Ship Funds
	DTJ Aug 15, 1914 Patriotic Fund Toronto
	Hospital Ship Fund Collage

