
Other Fundraising 

 The men and women throughout Canada were deeply involved in the war effort. This is 

shown not only through donations to the Patriotic Fund, Victory Bonds, and other monetary 

donations but also through sewing, knitting, badge-making and other small hand-made items for 

soldiers. Women especially became known for their at-home contributions to the war through 

items like socks, scarves and pajamas. These items were very important to the soldiers, partially 

for the warmth and physical comfort they offered but also because the women would 

occasionally include notes in their sewing or knitting to encourage the soldiers. Also, women’s 

voluntary and unpaid labour made up an integral part of The First World War’s economy. The 

work that they performed for various charities and organizations during this four-year period was 

instrumental in keeping the Canadian economy running.1 

 In Ontario, women and children spent countless hours throughout the war years 

fundraising and making items for soldiers. They would use any spare time to knit, sew, roll 

bandages, and create comfort packages. Since women were not permitted to fight the war on the 

field of battle, they chose instead to fight the war with comforts, creating enough socks, scarves 

and other items to clothe battalions.2 Women created innumerable items to send to the soldiers; 

pillows and sheets, shirts, scarves, balaclavas, cholera belts, wristlets, gloves and ‘housewives’.3 

‘Housewives’ were a sewing kit that women made for soldiers, which contained needles, thread 

and buttons for their uniforms. ‘Housewives’ were an important comfort for soldiers, since they 

were small enough to be carried with them throughout battle and provided necessities for 
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mending their own clothing.4 

Through their various fundraising efforts, which ranged from teas to selling homemade badges to 

dances, women raised money for the numerous charities of the war. There seemed to be an 

unlimited supply of money in Ontario to be put towards these charities. Ontarians and of course, 

all Canadians gave generously to campaigns for the Red Cross, the Patriotic Fund, Victory Loans 

and even charities which would later change missions, like the Hospital Ship Fund, at the 

beginning of the war.5 The urge to help the war remained unabated throughout the four years, 

with calls continuously going out for support and always being answered. Canadians gave as 

generously as they could and sometimes even more generously than they could afford. 
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