
The Patriotic Fund Introduction: From Canadians for Canadians 

 The Patriotic Fund played an important role in the First World War for the women left 

behind on the home front. The money was used for the wives, mothers, sisters, daughters etc. of 

men who had gone off to fight. It was used to supplement the income they received from their 

soldiers so that they could live at least comfortably. The average wage for Canadian men fighting 

in the First World War was $1.10 a day, too little for one man to live on, never mind a family.1 

One dollar in 1914 is the equivalent of approximately twenty-four dollars in 2016. The low 

wages and the loss of the primary caregiver is the reason the Patriotic Fund was reborn. It was a 

charity that had begun during the War of 1812, was used in the Crimean War and the Boer War 

before the First World War. 

The Patriotic Fund was used to meet the need for pensions, family support and medical 

care as well as provide for widows and orphans of the war.2 There were questions during the 

First World as to the fund spending methods and the methods it used to tracked the recipients of 

the money. The fund was administrated by the public, generally wealthier, older women, who 

reprimanded individuals they felt were not living well.3 However, despite all of this by 1916 the 

fund was supporting 55, 000 families across Canada.4 These cases were all investigated and all 

cases would continue to be investigated throughout the war to ensure citizens were only getting 

the amount of aid they needed. 

 The fund was well received by the Canadian public who immediately began 

donating and continued to do so, throughout the war to help those in their communities. 
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Employees of big companies were encouraged to give a day’s pay to the fund.5 In Fort William, 

employees of the Kam Power Company gave a day’s pay to help start a Patriotic Fund.6 There 

were patriotic events held across Canada in support of the fund and women and men alike did 

what they could to help their neighbours. There were teas, dances, knitting clubs, movies and 

more held weekly across the country; Fort William and Port Arthur were no different.7 The 

Patriotic Fund continued to receive support throughout the war, although it would have to 

contend with other groups who were also looking for donations. 

There have been recorded concerns and complaints about the Patriotic Fund. Two of the 

largest complaints about the Patriotic Fund, were the way in which money was given to 

deserving women and how the fund decided who was deserving. The Patriotic Fund was not run 

by the government and relied on volunteer societies in each community to investigate cases of 

need and decide on their level of need. However, these volunteers were known to stop giving 

women the money if they behaved in unfitting ways, i.e. getting pregnant while their husband 

was overseas, or spending money carelessly. This made the Fund undemocratic and not an 

efficient system because there was no governing body checking in on the volunteers.8  

Also, the Fund had a hard time, initially, deciding on who received payments. It began 

with only supporting wives and children but there were soon complaints from mothers who were 

reliant on sons, as well as sisters reliant on brothers. The Patriotic Fund needed to adapt to meet 

these needs and, have a way to track legitimate and illegitimate claims. This fell to the 

volunteers, since they lived in the same community as the soldiers and their families, they would 
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know if a claim was legitimate.9 
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