
August 1914: 

As the world prepared for the advent of war, many citizens of Fort William and 

Port Arthur were confident and enthusiastic to offer services to the allies. On Au-

gust 3, 1914 the Port Arthur Daily News Chronicle reported that the 96th Lake 

Superior Regiment, already at two thirds strength, would have no issue gathering 

volunteers for duty. During this time many reservists residing in the Twin Cities 

were called for mobilization and left to join their regiments abroad. 

 

On the evening of August 4th, 1914 Great Britain officially declared war on Ger-

many and the men in the 96th Lake Superior Regiment were called for duty. The 

active recruitment for volunteers also began at this time to solidify the regiment's 

strength, with men in both cities eager to join. Nearing the end of August, over 

300 members of the 96th Regiment were cheered as they left the Lakehead for Val 

Cartier, Quebec. Val Car-

tier would be the training 

ground for the first contin-

gent of the Canadian Expe-

ditionary Force and final 

stopping point before leav-

ing for the front. Soon after 

the first contingent of sol-

diers left the Twin Cities 

for Val Cartier, recruitment 

for the second contingent 

of soldiers began for the 

96th Lake Superior Regi-

ment. 

Fort William Daily Times Journal August 7, 1914 



Protecting key industries was also 

made a priority during this time. 

Some soldiers from the 96th Regi-

ment had orders to guard various 

grain elevators throughout both Port 

Arthur and Fort William. The Port 

Arthur Wireless Station and 

Kakabeka Falls power plant was to 

be protected from potential sabotage.  

This proved to be a wise decision as 

guards at certain elevators were fired 

upon at and attacked and two un-

known assailants attempted to bring 

down the wireless station. 

August 1914 also saw the forma-

tion of relief works and fund rais-

ing for the war effort which would 

continue in numerous forms 

throughout the entirety of the war. 

Fort William and Port Arthur mem-

bers belonging to the National 

Council of Women immediately 

began to search for ways to raise 

money for fitting a hospital ship 

top assist the British Navy. Port Arthur News Chronicle August 5, 1914 
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